From: John Constantine <john@adamis.org>
Subject: [AMSC-Board] American Miniature Schnauzer Club
To: ggolab@avma.org
Date: Monday, December 1, 2008, 1:39 PM
Gail Golab

American Veterinary Medical Association
ATTN: Animal Welfare Division
1931 N. Meacham Road, Suite 100
Schaumburg , IL 60173-4360

 

Ms. Golab,

 

The American Miniature Schnauzer Club is the parent club for Miniature Schnauzers in the United States . We have a membership of over 600. We strive to do all in our power to protect and advance the interests of Miniature Schnauzers, to educate the public with regard to breeding, proper care, and maintenance of Miniature Schnauzers, and to support and encourage research activities designed to improve the health and welfare of Miniature Schnauzers.

 

We have recently been made aware of your change in policy concerning ear cropping and tail docking. We believe your categorizing these procedures as “cosmetic” is an extreme mischaracterization. These procedures were historically done to help our breed perform its function safely and efficiently. We should strive to preserve the history and heritage of this breed and others. The essence of a breed should not be forgotten so easily. We feel that calling for the elimination of cropping and docking from all breed standards shows a real lack of appreciation for the history and functions of these breeds, as well as being inappropriate.

 

These procedures, when performed by a veterinarian, are very safe and virtually pain free. We firmly believe that we, jointly with our veterinarians, should have the right to decide in the proper care and treatment of our pets. 

 

Your website is really quite vague in stating whether these procedures are truly harmful to our pets. There does not seem to be any studies that have been done concerning these procedures. We would be interested in knowing what percentage of American veterinarians are against tail docking. Your website only references foreign surveys (footnotes 9 and 10). These surveys were only done in countries that currently do not allow docking (i.e. UK , Australia ). I think you may well find a much different result in the USA .

 

 

Sincerely,

 

John Constantine, President

American Miniature Schnauzer Club
