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Stevens Parr

President

27 Babcock Road

North Stonington, CT 06359

Phone/Fax: 860.535.8222

Email: GothamOne@aol.com
December 15, 2008

Ms. Gail Golab, PhD, DVM
Division Director, Animal Welfare Division
American Veterinary Medical Association
1931 N. Meacham Road, Suite 100
Schaumburg, IL 60173-4360
 

Re:  AVMA Policy on Ear Cropping and Tail Docking
 

Dear Ms. Golab,
 

The Board of Directors of the United States Australian Shepherd Association strongly protests the AVMA's policy revision on ear cropping and tail docking as both misguided and counterproductive.  We strongly urge the AVMA to reconsider its position.
 
As the American Kennel Club and many of its member clubs have already indicated to you, the cropping of ears and docking of tails is not practiced by breeders for cosmetic, i.e., decorative purposes.  In our case, the tail docking of Australian Shepherds is done not only to increase the breed's efficiency as a premiere herder of sheep and other livestock, but also to minimize the risk of infection and injury while engaged in that very important work.  The AVMA's policy, if followed, will work to hinder the Aussie in the function for which it is bred.  It will potentially have the same negative impact on a great many other breeds as well.  

If veterinarians, and veterinary schools and institutions follow the AVMA's recommendations and refuse to dock tails or crop ears, it is unlikely to deter breeders and other fanciers from these operations.  Instead it will put unfortunate animals at risk, because these procedures will not be performed often enough by qualified veterinarians, but too often by those who are neither qualified nor practiced.  This surely cannot be the intent of the AVMA's policy.
 

Please rescind this policy.
 

For the Board of Directors
United States Australian Shepherd Association
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W. Stevens Parr
President, USASA
