THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.
Office of the President
3044 McIntosh Drive, Longmont CO 80503
June 29, 2009

 

Gail Golab

American Veterinary Medical Association

ATTN: Animal Welfare Division

1931 N. Meachom Road, Suite 100

Schaumberg, IL 60173-4360

 

Dear Ms. Golab,
 

The Australian Terrier Club of America has a primary and essential commitment to safeguarding the health and welfare of all Australian Terriers.  This is national in scope and for all Australian Terriers.

ATCA supports a separate non-profit rescue organization, Australian Terrier Rescue, Inc., that provides veterinary care and adoption services for Australian Terriers in need.  Our members have supported the rescue of animals of all breeds during national disasters such as Hurricane Katrina. Many owners are working to assist their communities by providing therapy dogs for hospitals and nursing homes as well as providing “reading” dogs to encourage remedial readers in their local schools 

Our Club supports major research projects which affect our Breed and we have been actively involved with the National Institutes of Health, AKC/Canine Health Foundation and veterinary researchers associated with Veterinary Teaching Schools/Hospitals.  

This letter is in response to your stated policy on tail docking and the labeling of this procedure as "only cosmetic".  While we understand that your organization is not a regulatory body, the influence that your policy statements have on the practices of many veterinary practitioners in your membership is not to be dismissed as a technicality.  The implication that tail docking is “only cosmetic” is detrimental to the animals for which it represents a generally safe and appropriate practice performed by a licensed veterinarian.

Our Breed was developed in the rugged terrain of the Australian Outback and was both a worker and companion in this isolated area.  Well over a century ago, breeders chose to dock the tail and remove the dew claws to protect these small game hunters of vermin:  rats and snakes included.  

 

These instincts have not been bred out of our dogs.  Docking of slightly more than half the length of the tail is for utilitarian purposes:  prevention of injury in today's world for dogs that instinctively hunt vermin below and above the ground.  Australian Terriers are still being used today for the elimination of rats on the docks of Sydney Harbor. As small natural herders, they are also still used with sheep, cattle and geese.  All these endeavors applied to the lives of many domestic family pets make a dog with an undocked tail and dew claws vulnerable to painful injuries.  

 

The safe and almost painless procedure of docking tails and removing dew claws of 3 - 4 day old puppies is a much better alternative than injury to an undocked tail and torn dew claws.  Attached is Dr. Fritch's letter addressing "Pain felt by puppies".  Further documentation of tail injury on breeds which have been historically docked is available at www.cdb.org.  The carefully crafted phrase "cosmetic mutilation" coined by animal radicals is a contrived wording used to elicit maximum shock value, and misrepresents a more-than-a-century-old practice developed for the safety and welfare of our Breed.  

 

The Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. strongly supports the right of breeders to elect to have their veterinarians dock puppies' tails and remove the dew claws.

 

Sincerely yours,

 

 

Carol Sazama

President

The Australian Terrier Club of America

cc: ATCA Board, Legislative Liaison, Judges Education Committee 

