
Miniature  Pinscher Club of America , Inc.

                                                                                             Member of American Kennel Club, Inc.

15 April 2009

Gail Golab, 




       
 
 Joanne Wilds, Secretary

        

Head of the AVMA Animal Welfare Division
        
             Board of Directors
American Veterinary Medical Association                              Miniature Pinscher Club of America
1931 North Meacham Rd. Suite 100                                     1800 Coral Ivy Court                            

Schaumburg, Illinois 60173                                                    Chesapeake, VA 23323

Dear Miss Golab,

The Miniature Pinscher Club of America (MPCA) is the parent club representing the Miniature Pinscher within the American Kennel Club (AKC). Our membership encompasses much of the United States as well as several other countries.  Our goals are the maintenance, protection, and improvement of the Miniature Pinscher.  We take our role as preservers of this distinct breed very seriously.

We respect and hold the AVMA and its members in the highest regard.  Your mission statement: “...to improve animal and human health and advance the veterinary medical profession” we can readily respect and appreciate given our devotion to our dogs and their health and well-being.  The knowledge and skill of today’s veterinarians enable all animal owners to make informed decisions concerning the healthcare needs of their animals, including preventative care. 

We have recently been made aware of your change in policy concerning ear cropping and tail docking. We believe your categorizing these procedures as cosmetic is a complete misrepresentation not clearly based in any scientific evidence. These procedures are performed to allow our breed to safely and effectively carry out their role as true vermin exterminators.  As most breeders and veterinarians are aware, the injuries that can be inflicted upon ear leather and long tails by the various types of vermin hunted can be quite damaging and painful.  Requiring the elimination of ear cropping and tail docking from all breed standards shows a significant lack of appreciation for the functions of these breeds.  It would also greatly increase the odds of injury to many of the breeds given the various jobs these dogs perform on a regular basis to assist us in our daily lives. Ironically, your organization supports the docking of lamb’s tails to simply keep the animal clean and the declaw of domestic cats to allow for a better chance of being kept in a home.

The MPCA requests an immediate review and revision to your amended dock and crop policy. These procedures, when performed by a veterinarian, are very safe and virtually pain free. We firmly believe that we, jointly with our veterinarians, should have the right to decide in the proper care and treatment of our pets. 







For the Officers and Board,







Sincerely,







Joanne Wilds
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