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TO:                                                                                FROM:



Gail Golab, 





   Tom Rapinchuk

Head of the AVMA Animal Welfare Division

   Board of Directors
American Veterinary Medical Association                    Staffordshire Terrier Club of America
1931 North Meacham Rd. Suite 100                             P.O. Box 249

Schaumburg, Illinois 60173                                           Russell, Illinois 60075


Dear Miss Golab,

We are the Staffordshire Terrier Club of America (STCA), the parent club representing the American Staffordshire Terrier within the American Kennel Club (AKC). Recently we became aware of your revised dock and crop policy statement and your request to provide data-based evidence in the submittal of requests for policy review and revision.

We respect and hold the AVMA and its members in the highest regard.  You are a proven academic, professional, and science-based medical association.  Your expertise enables all animal owners to make informed decisions concerning the healthcare needs of their animals, including preventative care.  For this we say thank you.

We are requesting an immediate review and revision to your recently amended dock and crop policy. We will focus our arguments on the ear crop side of subject; however, we feel our argument holds for tail docking as well. 

We were surprised that your subcommittee, full committee, and board of directors released such a policy without supporting data of any kind.  No research was found by us proving that these procedures can be classified as cosmetic in any way, shape, or form.  We only found verbiage based upon pure opinion.  No scientific study was found to disprove the benefits of cropping.  We, like you, would love to see the “data-based evidence”.  If you have literature references contrary to our findings, please provide these for us to review.  We conducted our cursory review of research realizing that we are not the academics and professionals that the AVMA and its members are. 

We did find data illustrating that an ear crop to obtain an erect ear could be beneficial to an animal.  Please see the attached two abstracts.  Both corroborate that pendulous ears are more prone to diseases than an erect ear.  “Dogs with erect ears, regardless of the amount of ear canal hair, had less risk”, implies a preventative measure some may be willing to choose to reduce the risk of disease.  It is a medical procedure from a fully qualified and professional individual, with medical benefits available.  The data proves any implication of the procedure being cosmetic is wrong.  
Please initiate an immediate review and revision of this misleading policy.  Any diction utilizing the word cosmetic or implying an absence of medical benefits lacks “data-based evidence (as compared to anecdotal opinion)”.  The research data validates these procedures as providing medical benefits.
Sincerely,

ATTACHMENTS

Abstract One:

Study of lipid in the ear canal in canine otitis externa with Malassezia pachydermatis.

Masuda A, Sukegawa T, Mizumoto N, Tani H, Miyamoto T, Sasai K, Baba E.

 Department of Veterinary Medicine, Graduate School of Agriculture and Biological Sciences, Osaka Prefecture University, Sakai, Japan.

An epidemiological investigation of 120 canine otitis externa cases in 1,370 dogs was done on the incidence rate, ear pinna shapes, breeds and their relationships. Eighty-five cases (12.6%) in 672 dogs with pendulous ears and 35 cases (5.0%) in 698 dogs with erect ears had otitis externa, and the difference between them was significant (P<0.05). Ninety-five auditory cerumen specimens were cultured for Malassezia pachydermatis (M. pachydermatis) and analyzed for concentrations of major fatty acids. Although rates of cases positive for M. pachydermatis in both ear pinna shapes were almost the same, i.e. 55.2% in the pendulous group and 53.6% in the erect group, the average total fatty acid level of the pendulous ear group was significantly (P<0.05) higher than that in the erect ear group after dismissing extraordinary levels in the Siberian husky. Isolated M. pachydermatis strains were examined for the effects of fatty acid supplementation on their growth. The majority of the strains utilized fatty acids and grew faster in fatty acid supplemented broth. These results suggest that M. pachydermatis, the predominant causative agent of canine otitis externa, prefers the auditory canal of dogs with lipid-rich earwax and grows fast, but growth strongly depends upon the canine breed.

PMID: 11129861 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]
Abstract Two:
Res Vet Sci. 1987 May;42(3):294-8.Links

Effects of ear type and weather on the hospital prevalence of canine otitis externa.

Hayes HM Jr, Pickle LW, Wilson GP.

 A retrospective study of 8975 dogs seen at 15 university veterinary medical teaching hospitals in North America (1975 to 1978) found that dogs with pendulous ears and heavy ear canal hair had significantly (P less than 0.01) more otitis externa than dogs with other ear types. Dogs with erect ears, regardless of the amount of ear canal hair, had less risk (P less than 0.01) of the disease than mongrel dogs. Direct evidence is available for the first time showing that monthly variations in ambient temperature, rainfall and relative humidity explain, to a large extent, the monthly variations in the hospital prevalence of canine otitis externa in different geographic regions.

PMID: 3616145 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]
