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  United States Neapolitan Mastiff Club


Subject: Ear cropping/Tail Docking in our breed Standard

To the AVMA Animal welfare committee:

Dear Sirs/Madams,

Our current position supports maintaining the practice of cropping ears and docking tails. We also allow and support uncropped subjects. However, it is in our community experience and yet not disproved views of our veterinarians and physician-scientists that the ear cropping and the tail docking in our dog can exert beneficial effects which outreach the cosmetic definition the AVMA is now using to enforce its current position.

These include but are not limited to the following benefits: 

1. For the ears:

a) To generate a better airflow of the ear canal and allow better hearing which synergizes with their smell and vision towards their guardian function;

b) To abolish possibilities for exogenous traction of the ear appendix by other playmates or dogs challenging them during the normal role of defending the owner property causing lesions of the arterial-venous plexus at the base of the ear with harmful subcutaneous hematomas which can be life threatening in our dog breed for the unrestricted fluid containing capacity of our loose skin dog (This is not an hypothetical condition but it has gone through veterinary scrutiny);

2. For the tail:

a) To reduce the potentially harmful effects secondary to the swinging power of the tail of our giant dog which when docked is beneficial in a family contest where children and young adults are constantly around the dog;

b) To limit additional surfaces for strangers or other animals to grasp to take advantage of the dog during the exercise of its guardian duties.

Therefore, in the case of our dog breed, cropping and docking practices serve as a functional role aside from anything merely considered as a cosmetic procedure. These very practices are intended to confer proven advantages towards performing their natural duties of protectors of families and estates. 

Our dog breed belongs to the “molosser” dog type. Animal rights extremists depict molosser type dogs as “dangerous” and have been successful in some part of influencing media and public opinion to this inaccuracy.  These very same supporters of this anti-molosser views are definitely NOT interested in preserving “guardian dog features” in any dog. However, these are key features our community is trying to preserve and that justifies the practice of the ear and tail docking in our giant guardian dog.

Our reasoning at this time with the scientific knowledge available to the AVMA, our veterinarians and our biomedical scientists is no less “anecdotal” than the one adopted by your welfare committee to define these practices as purely “cosmetic”. This concept of yours has no better placement in the scientific world than the term “idiopathic” in clinical medicine to define a disease for which there is no current scientific explanation.
In conclusion, we fully support the detailed response of the American Rottweiler Association to your “Animal welfare Committee” solicitation. 

We hope that a growing number of Veterinarians within your professional Association will be willing to learn more about our breeds rather than getting superficial and second hand knowledge which, we believe is at the root of your current position.

Sincerely,

Dr. Pierluigi Scalia

The USNMC President 

Dr. Pierluigi Scalia, President


2808 West Ave. M12


Palmdale, CA 93551











