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Judy Colan

Weimaraner Club of America Health Committee

22A Paris Olney Hopkins Rd.

Foster, RI 02825

April 21, 2009 

Ms. Gail Golab, PhD, DVM

Division Director, Animal Welfare Division

American Veterinary Medical Association

1931 N. Meacham Road, Suite 100

Schaumburg, IL 60173-4360

 

Re:  AVMA Policy on Ear Cropping and Tail Docking
Dear Dr. Golab

At the semi-annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Weimaraner Club of America on December 5, 2008 in Ardmore, Oklahoma, we discussed your organization’s recent unfortunate policy statement labeling tail docking as “cosmetic”. Obviously, this policy was adopted without consulting our organization and we would like to offer some historical background information regarding the reasoning for the tail-docking of our breed in the hope that you would reconsider your position.   

Since the Weimaraner breed was developed in the 1800’s, tails have been docked to prevent trauma to the tail when hunting in heavy cover.  The Germans of Weimar, who originally developed the breed, did not look at the dog and decide that they would look better with a docked tail.  Rather, the decision to dock tails was pragmatic, based on cause and effect.  Simply stated, dogs with undocked tails were plagued with chronic injuries to the tail when hunting in heavy cover; hence, the decision was made to dock tails to prevent injury.  Incidentally, although dewclaws are not mentioned in your policy revision, they are also routinely removed for the same reason, usually at the same time as the tail docking---when the puppies are three days old. These procedures are routinely performed at such an early age so as to minimize discomfort for the puppies; noteworthy is the fact that, within a minute or so of the performance of the docking procedure, puppies are observed nursing peacefully with their mothers.  

Listed below is a study conducted in Australia which clearly shows the adverse effects of not docking tails.

	
	TAIL INJURY % FROM AUSTRALIA
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Breed
	# pups
	# of tail
	Percentage
	
	Breed
	# pups
	# of tail
	Percentage

	
	 
	regis
	injuries
	injured
	
	 
	regis
	injuries
	injured

	Historically
	GSP
	289
	64
	22.0%
	Historically
	Afghan Hound
	92
	3
	3.3%

	Docked
	Gt Schnauzer
	69
	14
	20.0%
	Never Docked
	Staffordshire Terr
	2710
	80
	2.9%

	
	Vizsla
	100
	19
	19.0%
	
	Saluki
	71
	1
	1.4%

	
	Weimaraner
	339
	61
	18.0%
	
	Dalmatian
	97
	1
	1.0%

	
	Boxer
	1155
	185
	16.0%
	
	Pointer
	122
	1
	0.8%

	
	Cocker Spaniel
	1069
	76
	7.0%
	
	Whippet
	623
	1
	0.2%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Bassett Hound
	501
	0
	0.0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Rhodesian Ridgebk
	1124
	0
	0.0%


In light of the foregoing, the Weimaraner Club of America respectfully requests that your organization reconsider your policy with respect to tail docking. 

_________________________

Judy Colan

Weimaraner Club of America

AKC Delegate

cc: 
Timothy C. Carwile, President, Weimaraner Club of America


Dennis B. Sprung, President/CEO, The America Kennel Club 

�








