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6/25/2009

Gail Golab PhD, DVM

Division Director, Animal Welfare Division

American Veterinary Medical Association

1931 N Meacham Road, Suite 100

Schaumburg, IL  60173-4360

Dear Dr Golab,

The Officers and Board Members of the Sussex Spaniel Club of America strongly urges the AVMA to reconsider its position on ear cropping and tail docking.  We feel you have been misguided and misinformed about these issues by special interest groups who are not aware of the reasoning behind ear cropping and tail docking.

As the AKC and its many Parent Clubs have already indicated to you, breeders do not perform ear cropping and tail docking for cosmetic reasons.  In our case, the tail docking of the Sussex Spaniel is performed to aid in keeping our dogs free from injury while flushing birds from heavy, dense cover.  If for instance, the tail of the Sussex Spaniel were to become injured in thick, heavy thorn bushes, thistle, etc. it could lead to having the tail amputated at a much older age, causing even more problems, including the “chasing tail” syndrome that can occur in some instances.  Also, it will be much more painful and require a longer time to heal, due in part, because an amputation in an older dog is involving bone and mature nerves, not soft cartilage as is the case with a 3-4 day old puppy.  

We also believe that if the AVMA’s recommendations are accepted, it will lead to breeders, etc performing these procedures on their own. This will increase the risks to the puppy and its overall health, as an experienced veterinarian would not be performing these procedures.  

The Sussex Spaniel Club of America, Officers & Board Members and its entire membership are asking the AVMA to rescind this policy.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Danita Slatton 

Secretary

Sussex Spaniel Club of America

